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What Promotes Learning?

Supported learning experiences

Performance monitoring/feedback

Modeling learning behaviors

High, realistic expectations 

Motivation

Adult-child relationships

School 
Contributions

Home 
Contributions



HomeSchool

What Strengthens Learning?

Family-School 
Partnerships 

Academic skills

Academic behaviors

Social skills & 
relationships



What is a Family-School Partnership?

A child-focused approach wherein families 
and professionals cooperate, coordinate, and 
collaborate to enhance opportunities and 
success for children and adolescents across 
social, emotional, behavioral, and academic 
domains (Sheridan, Clarke, & Christenson, 2014, p. 440).  



For students:

• Improved academic skills, behaviors and 
performance 

• Improved social skills and behaviors 

• Decreased disruptive behaviors 

• School completion and long-term 
academic success

For teachers:

• Improved classroom management, 
instructional skills

• Better relationships with students and 
parents

• More effective problem solving skills

• Better supports for struggling students

What Does the Research Say?

Families

and 

Schools as

Partners
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“Unpacking” Effective Family-School 
Interventions

• Determining the Core Components

– Research-based features that define an effective 
program and its implementation criteria

• Deciphering the Active Ingredients

– Research-based intervention components that are 
responsible for treatment effects



What are the Core Components of Effective 
Family-School Interventions?

Structural Elements… 

• Information sharing 

• Opportunities for learning and support at 
home and school

• Structured problem solving between teachers 
and parents



Relational Elements…  

• Two-way communication 

• Consistency in approach across home and 
school

• Purposeful, constructive parent-teacher 
interactions

– Mutual goals

– Collaboration in problem-solving

What are the Core Components of Effective 
Family-School Interventions?



What are the Active Ingredients of 
Effective Partnerships?

Parent-Teacher Relationships!



A strength-based problem-solving and decision-
making model wherein parents, teachers, and 
other caregivers work as partners and share 
responsibility for promoting positive and 
consistent plans and outcomes related to a 
child’s academic, behavioral, and social-
emotional development. 

Sheridan &  Kratochwill, 2008; Sheridan, 2014



TAPP: What?

Structured, collaborative problem-solving process:

• Focus on student learning and behavioral outcomes

• Collaborative meetings wherein educational 
consultants guide teachers and parents to

– identify and define concerns

– establish goals for learning and behavior

– co-create and implement home-school plans

– evaluate student responses and outcomes



TAPP: How?

Parents and teachers work together as partners:

• Shared responsibility for student learning and 
behavior is established

• Collaborative process promotes two-way 
communication, trust, co-ownership for student 
success

• Contributions of parents and teachers are validated 
as goals are set mutually and plans are co-created

• Parent-teacher relationship is intentionally 
strengthened



• Research aims: to determine the efficacy of TAPP on
• Child academic, social and disruptive behaviors

• Teacher classroom practices, problem solving, and 
interactions with parents

• Parent engagement, self-efficacy, and problem solving 

• Parent-teacher relationships

• Four-cohort randomized trial testing the efficacy of 
TAPP (N=267)
• Analytic framework allows for comparison of rate of 

change for TAPP students, teachers and parents relative to 
control group

Efficacy of TAPP in Rural Communities 
Sheridan et al. (in press)



Results:

Students, Teachers, 

Parents, Relationships



Student Outcomes at School:
Teacher Report

School Problems



Student Outcomes at School:
Classroom Observations

d = .43

d = .45d = .28

Off-task

Appropriate Social Interactions Inappropriate Motor Activity

On-task



Student Outcomes at Home:
Parent Report

d = .22 d = .56

Adaptive Skills Social Skills



Student Outcomes at Home:
Daily Home Behaviors

d = .29

d = .33

d = .34 d = .30

Aggressive Behavior

Temper Tantrums

Noncompliance

Yelling



Teacher Outcomes:
Self-Report

d = .71
d = .65

d = 1.08

Use of Appropriate Teaching Strategies
Interaction Quality

Problem Solving



Teacher Outcomes:
Classroom Observations

d = .72

d = .51

Positive Attention Providing Tangible Consequences



Parent Outcomes:
Self-Report

d = .84 d = .43

Problem-Solving Efficacy for Helping Your Child Succeed



Parent-Teacher Relationship

Beyond positive effects, the parent-teacher relationship was responsible for (mediated) 
the effects of TAPP on students’ behavioral outcomes.

d = .46d = .51

Parent Report Teacher Report
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For more information on family-school partnerships or TAPP,
please contact Dr. Susan Sheridan 

ssheridan2@unl.edu
cyfs@unl.edu
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