
Compare the population density of Brazilian cities in this interactive map

How many Brazilian municipalities equate to population of São Paulo? And what about all the state capitals 
together? You can find out that, and more, on this interactive map

choose a reference on the 
map below to set your 
starting point

The entire population of...

Is equivalent to the 
population of...

Every 20 seconds, between births and deaths, the Brazilian 
population nets another person. That's according to IBGE 
(Brazilian Institute for Geography and Statistics), which 
estimates the total population at 207.6 million people.

How these people are distributed in the territory however, 
is another mater. They are very unevenly spread, with some 
small regions containing large quantities of people, and 
huge swaths of land with very few inhabitants. This is 
measured by the population density indicator, the result of 
the division of the population figure by the area of land it 
occupies.

The interactive map above was inspired by a similar one 
made by Ben Blatt, for the american newsletter/magazine 
Slate, in 2014, as part of a piece that humorously proposed  
to redraw the states’ borders based on their population.

When talking about the whole of Brazil, it is as if we took 24 
people and spread them into an area measuring 1 square 
km, about the same as 100 average city blocks, the whole 
“Esplanada dos Ministérios”, in Brasilia, and the adjoining 
“Praça dos Três Poderes” and “palaces”.

Taking a closer look at each of Brazil’s five regions, we see 
that they di�er widely in regards to population density:

The reason for Brazil’s population density disparities 
traces back to colonial times: the exploration economy of 
the early decades of the portuguese occupation in the 
16th century was heavily focused on the extraction of 
wood and cotton, tobacco, and; most important of all, 
sugarcane. All these activities were practiced in the 
coastal plains of the northeast region.

The inland regions, inhabited by indigenous people and 
explored sparsely by jesuits, had a much slower increase 
in population, motivated mainly by cattle and mining 
operations. By the 18th century, most of the population in 
the country's interior was concentrated in a few cities 
and villages that served as trade hubs for the people 
involved in these activities.

The transfer of the colony capital from Salvador to Rio de 
Janeiro in 1763, the relocation of the portuguese crown to 
Brazil in 1808, and the creation of co�ee plantations in 
the southeast in the 19th century all contributed to the 
region becoming the new economic focus of the country. 
That, along with industrialization and population 
explosion in the 20th century, lead to the concentration of 
people we see today in this region, mainly in the state 
capitals.

While Brazil is the 5th most populous country in the 
planet, its population density (24 people per square km) 
is well below the global average of 58 inhabitants per 
square km.

Other large territories have notoriously low population 
densities, such as Greenland(0.1), Mongolia(2) and 
Australia(3.2). In the other end of the spectrum, we have 
smaller, highly populated countries, like Singapore 
(8,155.5 inhabitants per square km), Bangladesh (1,265), 
Lebanon(594.6), and Holland(505.2).

There are, however, countries rich both in area and in 
population, as is the case of India, with its 1.3 billion 
inhabitants and a population density of 450.4 people per 
square km. China, the most populous country in the 
world, with 1.4 billion people, has a lower density, at 150.1.

Methodology: the Brazilian map represents the most recent 
municipalities division (IBGE, 2016), and is based on the 2017 
population estimate. Equivalence is generated by measuring a 
municipality's geometric center distance to all others in the country. 
This list is then ordered, and population is summed until the closest 
number possible is reached, without going over the limit. Municipalities 
that make the sum go over the limit are skipped, and the process is 
repeated.

For the comparison between municipalities and countries (and 
dependent territories), the country chosen is the one with a population 
figure closer to the municipality's, without exceeding it. Both values are 
estimates for 2017 (IGBE and ONU). The scale used is the greatest that 
allows for the display of both regions. 

Amassing the most people of all regions (86.9 million), 
the southeast is only the second to last in area (924.5 
thousand square km), resulting in the highest 
population density, with 94 inhabitants per square km

Third largest population (29.6 million) and smallest 
area, with a population density of 51.4 inhabitants per 
square km

Second largest population (15.8 million) and second 
largest territory (1.6 million square km)
resulting in a population density of 38.1 inhabitants 
per square km

With the smallest total population, at only 17.9 million 
people, and the second largest area, the center-west 
has a population density of 9.9 inhabitants per square 
km

With the second smallest population and the largest 
area of all regions, the north is the most sparsely 
populated region in Brazil, with only 4.7 inhabitants 
per square km
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COMPARING MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTRIES
In terms of population, how do Brazilian cities compare to whole countries? Write the name of a city below, and 
see what country's its population is roughly equivalent to

The entire population of... Is equivalent to the 
population of...

Maps are presented 
in the same scale


